JACK-BOOT AND PETTICOAT
hurled his challenges forth into the four quarters of the Hall, -
and they remained unanswered.
Soon after the ceremony the tale went round that in the gallery
of Westminster Hall on Coronation Day sat none other than
Charles Edward Stuart, the * Young Pretender.' An old Jacobite
friend pierced his disguise, and whispered in his ear that he was
c the last of all mortals' whom he would have expected to find
there. Prince Charlie then told him that ' it was curiosity that
led ' him into "Westminster Hall. Rather wistfully he added:
But I assure you that the person, who is the object of all this pomp
and magnificence is the person I envy the least.
Hard to believe though the story is it is not by any means im-
probable ; for the Prince had visited London in far more dangerous
times in 1750. In the intervening eleven years misfortune had
undermined his character: he was an addict to * the nasty bottle '
and had become a disreputable rake. What little popularity and
loyalty remained to him were now being taken from him by a
young man, who ' gloried ' in the fact that he was an Englishman
and coquetted gallantly with the Tories, whose Jacobitism had
more often than not been inspired by hatred of Whiggery and
its ways.
For a month after the Coronation the Court indulged in a
round of pleasure. There were musical evenings at the Palace;
and very formal and select balls. Once a week the King took
the Queen to the Play and the Opera : the latter gave her genuine
pleasure, because she was so fond of music. Curiously enough
her first visit to opera in England was to see and hear Gay's
The Beggars9 Opera, which in George II's reign had been considered
a rather treasonable production but now quickly became the rage
of the Town. There is little doubt that Charlotte was supremely
happy during the first few weeks of her sojourn in England :
everything was so new to her, and so exhilarating.
George was essentially a family man: he found no place more
attractive than his own home. His mother looked askance at
the * goings-on' of the Court: they were, she believed, such
bad examples for the nation—the nation which she was convinced
was rotten with every form of viciousness. It was George's duty
as a husband to keep Charlotte away from such dangerous
influences. George wanted to be a good husband; and so
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